Introduction
In order to protect, manage and develop urban forests, it is essential to know their condition and understand the challenges they face. This chapter aims to give a broad overview of the state of the urban forest resource in Europe's towns and cities in order to identify both common and particular features and challenges. For this purpose, the urban forest will be defined broadly as comprising all the trees and woods within an urban area (see Chap. 1).
The characterization of the urban forest and the assessment of its condition in European cities and towns is a challenging task, as few data exist or have been published. A comprehensive European inventory of the urban forest resource is not currently available. For this book chapter, data on the whole green-space resource, and more specifically, on urban woodlands was obtained from a few existing surveys of selected cities and towns (Gälzer 1987; EEA 1999a,b; Konijnendijk 1999; Pauleit et al. 2002) .
Therefore, case studies have been chosen with which the authors are familiar through their own work in order to characterize the urban forest in more detail for a range of large urban areas. The case studies chosen are Oslo (Norway), the Black Country, north of Birmingham (United Kingdom), Munich (Germany), Ljubljana (Slovenia) and Florence (Italy). These case studies represent a geographical crosssection from Scandinavia (Oslo) to southern Europe (Florence). They also comprise different urban situations, with an economically booming city region (Munich), an urban area undergoing a process of economic restructuring (Black Country), a city in a transition economy (Ljubljana) and a prospering city in the south with a famous historical heritage (Florence).
Parameters such as woodland cover and their age and species composition serve as indicators of urban forest provision, structure and quality. Where available, further information is used to assess the health status of the urban forest. Each case study highlights some of the major impacts on urban forests, such as the loss and fragmentation of ancient woodland through urbanization, as well as the threat to street trees. The conclusions of the chapter include general as well as particular challenges for the sustainable preservation and development of European urban forests.
Part I

3.2
General Overview
European Setting
As a context to the following discussion of the urban forest resource in Europe, it may be useful to note that Europe is the second smallest continent in the world, but that it is highly varied in environmental, socio-cultural and economic terms. Europe is also one of the most densely populated continents. The average population density per m 2 in Europe is over twice that of North America and Africa and half that of Asia without Russia (Stanners and Bourdeau 1995) . Over two thirds of the population lives in urban areas (EEA 1999a) . The main corridor of urbanization stretches from the Fig. 3.1 . Frost hardiness zones for urban forestry in Europe (based on Heinze and Schreiber 1984) and climate diagrams for the case study areas (Walter et al. 1975) 
